
The first step towards building attachment
One of the first steps a teacher can take to begin to build a genuine relationship with a child is to get to know that child as an individual personality. Teachers can get some of their information by chatting with parents or by conducting home visits. They can add to that information by observing children as they move through their day at school. At the bottom of this article, there is a link to a form to record the information we gather about children.

In the first part of the form, we look at children to determine their level of resiliency in six areas: attachment, affiliation, self-regulation, initiative, problem-solving and respect for self and others.

In the second section, we jot down our observations about what this kid likes to do and play, and the child's interests and areas of expertise.

Next, we record the child's highest level of independent play and the child's preferred learning styles.

Finally, there is a page to record the family's short- and long-term goals for their child and a chart to help us understand the family's values and cultural traditions.

By knowing the child's interests and learning styles, level of play and family cultural values, we can create behavior interventions tailored to each individual child. 

For example, let's say we have determined that a child needs to learn how to take turns with others. Child A likes to play with trucks, and usually plays alone or with an adult. The family values independence and personal property and space. For this child, we might decide that an adult will play with Child A with trucks and will model taking turns. The teacher will also help the family become aware that at school, the child is learning how to take turns and to share community property.

Child B likes to play outside and is a social creature; always seeking out others. The child learns best with friends and by moving around. For this child, we might weave sharing lessons into outdoor play by organizing a ball game or a "doing tricks on the monkey bars" activity where turn taking is a part of the action.

One size does NOT fit all when it comes to behavior interventions. The more you know about a child and her family, the more you can tailor your intervention and the more success you are likely to have.

Click here to download a copy of the form. It is in pdf format, so you will need adobe reader (a free download) to see it. The form is also available in the appendix of my book Beyond Behavior Management, published by Redleaf Press. Feel free to print out and use the form, but please leave the copyright notice on the bottom of the page.[image: image1.png]
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