
83% of parents surveyed believe it is important to teach their children to have self-control and self-discipline, yet only 34% believe they have succeeded, according to a survey by Public Opinion in 2002. 

Classroom jobs are an important part of any social/emotional program for young children. Aside from teaching the essential skills of self-control and self-discipline, these jobs help a child:
· Feel like an important member of the classroom community 

· Develop a sense of responsibility 

· Contribute and help others 

· Learn important life skills

During a recent conference, a group of early childhood teachers compiled a list of jobs that their children do in their classrooms. Giving jobs sophisticated names, helps add to the importance of the job.

· Door holder—holds door open until all the children have left and then closes the door

· Light bulb—turns the lights on and off

· Hygienist—is in charge of hand washing

· Librarian—takes care of the bookshelves

· Zoo keeper—feeds the class pets

· Chief masseuse—helps rub backs at naptime

· Transition person—gives the signal for transition, such as ringing a bell or turning the lights off

· Audio visual—turns the CD player on and off

· Lunch vendor—helps set out lunch for family style dining

· Reminder—reminds others of their job for the day

· Gardener—waters the plants

· Custodian—sweeps or uses a carpet sweeper during clean-up time

· Housekeeper—uses a feather duster to clean shelf tops at clean-up time

· Toy detective—puts away little toys that have gathered in the "misc toy basket"

· Official greeter—performs the greeting ritual when a visitor enters the room

· Story reader—helps turn pages of the Big Book or helps choose a book to be read at large group story time

· Room inspector—checks the room after clean-up time to make sure everyone did their jobs

· Bus boy—helps clean up after snack or in class meal time

· Coat zipper—a job for a child who can zip to help others who cannot

· Computer technician—turns the computer on and off; helps children change programs and perform other computer tasks

· Host/hostess--sets out sit upons for large group meetings

· Paramedic--carries around a small fanny pack filled with bandaids and a pair of plastic gloves to help kids with minor, non bleeding injuries

· Wish You Well kid(s)--"Writes" wish you well notes to put in cubbies of absent children

Use these ideas to get you started with a classroom job ritual and routine. Young children appear to do best when jobs are rotated no more than once a week. You might also think about making one or more jobs "buddy jobs" that are done by two children together. Buddy jobs are a nice way to help children develop cooperative play skills.[image: image1.png]
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